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Abstract

Nurses Improving Care to Health System Elders (NICHE) is a comprehensive program that hospitals
use to foster system-wide improvements in the care of older patients. The authors report on a survey
of 103 NICHE hospitals to determine perceptions of the NICHE program, the adoption of NICHE
models and protocols, and the educational outcomes, policy changes, and benchmarks related to care
of older patients established by the participating NICHE hospitals.
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Abstract

Objectives: The objective of this study was to determine the national practice patterns of nurse
practitioners (NPs) providing care in long-term care (LTC) facilities, including the number and
characteristics of LTC facilities that use NPs for any portion of care to residents, NP activities, and
employment arrangements between NPs, physicians, and facilities.
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